Agudat Achim Religious School Parent Manual Pafe

Agudat Achim Religious School Schedule

PreK: Sundays 10:00 a.m. -12:00 noon

K-I: Sundays 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon

Grade 2: Thursdays 4:15 -6:00 p.m. and Sunday@)lm. — 12:00 noon

Grades 3 — 5: Tuesdays and Thursdays 4:15 p.n@0-p6m, Sundays 10:00 a.m. —
12:00noon

Grades 6 — 7: Tuesdays and Thursdays 4:15 p.n®0-6m
Grades: 8 — 12: Sundays 10:00 a.m. — 12:00noon

Mission

The mission of Agudat Achim Religious School igptovide the foundations and
framework for Judaic learning to every student tigfoits curriculum, teachers and
programming. The combined efforts of the schoglagiogue, parents and students will
reward our children with the knowledge and desirpursue a Jewish way of like as
contributing members of the Jewish community.

Goals

* To teach our children love of G-d, Judaism andJéwish People.

* To give our children a conceptual understandinthefvalues and
commandments of living a Conservative Jewish life

» To provide our children witht eh skills they needdad a Conservative Jewish
life.

» To broaden and deepen our children’s intellectadlspiritual life through
knowledge of Jewish history, literature and culture

» To enable our children to acquire increasing kndgéeof Hebrew, the living
language of the Jewish people.

» To strengthen our children’s identification withetlocal Jewish community,
Israel, and Work Jewry. To develop in him/her sieto share actively in the
responsibilities of Jewish life on communal, naéiband world levels.

» To teach our children to respect the covenant et d and the Jewish people
through the practice of Mitzvot and Tzedukah

* To become Jews who support and participate inifitnefl the synagogue.

Attendance Policy

A student attending our school spends a limitedlvemof days in our educational
setting. With this small amount of contact timigeadance is vital. It is the goal of the
School to ensure that each student successfullpletes the required curriculum. To
achieve a maximum level of attendance by each stuttee school had adopted the
following attendance policy:
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A student who has been absent must bring a nate fiarent or guardian explaining the
absence.

After the2" consecutive day of absence:
A telephone call will be made by the teacher teedgamn the reason for absence. The
teacher will contract the parent to outline the kvaovered during the period of absence.

Unexcused absences during the school year:

A letter will be sent home to inform the parentghe absence. Children with more than
4 unexcused absences will have a letter sent haitiea copy sent to the Director of
Education, the School Board Chairperson, and the&tn Vice President. A
conference may be held with the Education ViceiBeses, the Director of Education and
the parents to discuss the problem to determingilplescourses of action.

Upon 20" absencein the school year:

A letter will be sent home to parents informingrthéhat the student may need to repeat
the school year. This decision will be made atdiseretion of the Education Director,
the Rabbi, and the School Board.

Special Needs:

The responsibility for the education of our chilalie an honor and a mission that we take
seriously. We believe that all students, includimgse with special needs, are deserving
of the best education we can offer. Please uR#gestration form to let us know of any
physical, learning, emotional or behavioral needgoar child. We will then contact you
to plan for your child’s participation in the pregn.

Tzedukah

Please encourage your children to send tzedukehdo class session. This is a good
Jewish habit we can instill in our students. Thaw bring in cans of food in lieu of
money. Even a few pennies can go a long way.uAdd accumulate during the school
year the money will be donated to an organizatithe class’ choosing.

Synagogue Attendance

Synagogue skills and Tfillot (Prayer) are an imanottpart of our curriculum.
Participation in prayer as a community is alsogaiicant part of our Jewish Tradition.
Regular attendance at all synagogue services stimgjour student’s Hebrew and
Prayer skills. It also introduces children to dustoms and choreography of the Torah
Service. In addition, attending services regulaffgrds our families the opportunity to
become an integral part of the larger Jewish conitywuit herefore, we encourage all
families to attend synagogue services as ofterossilple.

Early Dismissal

If you would like your child dismissed early, pleasend a note to the School. Please go
to the school office to pick up your childParents should never go directly tothe
classroom. If a note has been sent in advance, your childlvelteady to leave when

you arrive. If you need to pick up your child gadnd have not sent a note, please go tot
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the School Office and ask to contact the Direcfdeducation or the Administrative
Assistant.

Pick Up

It is essential that children be picked up on tifRarents may wait in line, or park and
wait outside the school entranéhildren should never walk into the parking area
without their parents. Be sure to drive slowly and carefully in the padkiot. The
Education Director will help facilitate dismissalgedures. If you are unable to pick up
your child on time you must call the school offete381-8983 so that special emergency
arrangements can be made to supervise your child.

Change in Dismissal

If someone is picking up your child other than pleeson/s designated on the dismissal
forms the school office must be notified in writinf your child is left for more than one
hour and there has been no contact from a parerhergency contact either the Police
or Social Services will be called.

Snow Days

In case of bad weather, listen to the school céata@h announcements on 810 WGY,
FLY92, The RIVER or Television stations 6, 9, 18,dnd 23. We will try to call in the
cancellation announcements by 3:00 pm on a weekdd3:15 am on a Sunday
morning. A mass email will also be sent to allgras and the website
www.agudatachim.orwill have a scrolling banner. If possible the arswg machine at
the 381-8983 number will have the announcementedis Bhould severe weather
conditions develop once children are in public ethee will contact those schools and
ask them to announce that Hebrew School is cancéMtenever Niskayuna schools are
canceled for a snow day there is no Hebrew School.

Progress Reports

Two times per year (January and June) our studdhtseceive progress reports. These
reports are designed to inform the parent and @titalit progress in our Religious
School. Itis important to read the Report Canefedly and discuss it with your child.
Both informal and formal methods of assessmenthellsed to track a student’s
progress.

Assembly Programs

At various times throughout the school year we dateespecial programs (holiday
presentations, family dinners, guest speaker9, tetbroaden and enrich the students’
experience. Parents will be notified well in adsania the school calendar and reminder
notices. We urge you to support these programgaamdis for these occasions.

School Board M eetings

The School Committee will meet at regular timestghout the year. See the Agudat
Achim Bulletin calendar for meeting dates. All rtiegs are open to all School families.
We urge everyone to get involved.
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Homewor k

Our philosophy is to give as small amount of homeéwvas possible. However
sometimes we need to reinforce the classroom rahtdtiis important that these
assignments be completed. If a student is abgksatse make certain that your child
obtains all missed assignments from the teacher.

Parental I nvolvement

Participation of parents in their child’s Jewishuedtion is encouraged and greatly
appreciated. Teachers cannot teach all therekisdey about being Jewish in a few short
hours per week. Teachers and students need thers@nd encouragement of parents in
the home setting. The Education Director and theradeachers have access to lots of
Jewish resources if you would like to learn morewtraising Jewish children and how
to help supplement your children’s Jewish educationr events will only be as
successful as the people who help make it grelaasP consider volunteering for one or
two events in the upcoming year to make all oupstkvents fun and educational.
Parents who have questions or concerns shouldatdh®aEducation Director at 381-
8983.

School Supplies
Our goal is to keep supplies to a minimum. A sypist will be distributed during the
Open House or sent home by the teacher on thelfixsof class if needed.

Kippot

All males MUST have their heads covered during dgrelis school classes. (Please, no
“baseball” caps). Since this is an egalitarianegggue, we encourage our girls to take
on the obligation to cover their heads if they want

Kashrut

The students may bring only parve or dairy food ithie school for snacks. This food
must bear a symbol K, U, OU, or have a parve ifieation on the label. Absolutely no
prepared foods may be cooked at home and brouggitha school. Snacks will also be
sold at the snack cart from 3:30pm to 4:15pm orsdlag and Thursday only. On
Sundays a breakfast snack will be provided to exeynculuding parents please feel
free to help yourselves.

Allergies

Because of the potential severity of nut allergactmns, we have developed a Nut
Allergy Policyfor the school. The school will not serve snaokihe classroom that
contain nuts. They may be purchased on the sratky your child. We will have a
sign stating which products contain nuts or nutipds on the cart.

Gum Chewing
Gun chewing is strictly prohibited at all times.
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Vigitors
If your child would like to bring a friend to schipplease write or call the School in
advance.

L ost and Found
Please check in the School Office for lost items.

Behavior

Our motto iISRESPECT PRACTICED HERE. This is reciprocal for teachers and
students. In each class, at the beginning of dae, yeachers and students working
together will set up a discipline program. Studesill then know their teacher’s
expectations. If there is a continuing issue eithe teacher or the director will contact
parents personally.

Junior Congregation

Junior Congregation, an integral part of our edocal program at Agudat Achim,
serves a number of important purposes that carencgdlized during Hebrew School
hours. First and foremost it provides an environie which our student s can develop
the skills and confidence to lead various parthefservice. The Junior Congregation
service is structured to maximize the participatbeach child. In addition, the
discussion of the weekly Torah portion is a dial@etween the Junior Congregation
leader and the children as they ask and answengetiguestions. Also attendance at
Junior Congregation Shabbat morning services halpschild develop a sense of
belonging to our synagogue as an extended fartilypsters a sense of enjoyment of the
prayer experience in the context of a pleasurai@bksetting.

Junior Congregation Attendance Requirements:

Grades 3-7

12 Sessions Required. Eight of which must besatraice where the Torah is read and
four can be other occasions such as Friday nighilize&shabbat dinners.

Other options for fulfilling the requirement:

1. Attendance at Shabbat service- attendance aiidken in the next class following that
Shabbat by the Religious School Administrative Aissit.

2. Attendance at holiday services excluding RosBHennah and Yom Kippur (such as
Sukkot, Passover, and Shavuot).

3. Attendance at services where the Torah is idadday and Thursday morning
minyan, Rosh Chodesh, or Shabbat Minchah SenAceote from home should be
brought in and given to the Religious School Adsiirgtive Assistant.

4. Attendance at Shabbat Services elsewhere (suBaréBat Mitzvah). A note from
home by a parent should be brought in and givehddreligious School
Administrative Assistant.

5. Attendance at a Jewish summer camp experieneeev@habbat services are
conducted. Written confirmation of the number téadances at qualifying services
from parents would be appreciated prior to the stiathe new school year and given
to the Religious School Administrative Assistant.
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Special Events:

Consecration

Children in the second grade Hebrew School aredthynmducted into our Hebrew
School program. Children will receive a sidduh@&p highlight this event at the end of
the year.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Both boys and girls become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah duthmgjr 13" year. Parents of'5
graders attend a special meeting held in thedakteive their child’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah
date and explanation of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah program

Students need to meet the following requirementisséandards:

1. Attendance in Religious School (or an equivajgogram of Jewish Education) for a
minimum of five years. Children who enroll in aghool beyond the age of eight
will need to establish a remedial program of stseltyup by the Education Director.
In certain cases, the Bar/Bat Mitzvah may haveetddlayed beyond the child’'s"13
birthday.

2. Attendance at Shabbat services in the adultregiagion for a minimum of six (6)
months prior to the ceremony is encouraged. Tdmslfarizes the child with the
synagogue, the services, and the people who attend.

Confirmation

A Confirmation service is held on Shavuot for stusdn the 18 grade who have
completed the Hebrew High School requirements.tigraders write their own creative
evening service and are honored at a special Kiddus

High School Graduation
Students who have successfully completed all csursthe Hebrew High School are
eligible for graduation at the end of thé™grade.

Should you have any questions or concerns abous@mol issues please contact the
Education Director Jack Mintzer either by phonet-8383 or by email at
aguprinc@nycap.rr.com
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